
Creating a

Legacy
of Love

Through

ESTATE PLANNING



Your Legacy
of Love Can

Change
the

World!

Estate planning is important for 

everyone, regardless of the size of your 

estate. By creating your legacy, you can 

make a positive difference in many lives 

in year to come and in your own right 

now. As people are changed, the world 

will also change…for the better.

This brochure provides compelling 

reasons to plan your estate, specifically 

through a will. It also explains the 

benefits of including Unity in your will 

and how to go about leaving a legacy of 

love you can be proud of.



“Recently I prepared my 

will. When I pass, I will be 

giving money to Silent Unity 

to continue its mission of 

24-hour prayer. I have used 

the prayer hotline over the 

years. It is wonderful to know 

a person is praying for loved 

ones over the next 30 days.”

—NG, San Francisco, CA



Why Have a

Will?
 

A will is a written declaration 

stating how your assets are to be 

distributed at the passing. A will is a 

formal legal document that must be 

prepared in compliance with certain 

requirements prescribed by the state 

law.



There are several reasons that it is 
important to have a will:

• First and foremost, with a will you 
decide who receives your property 
after your passing. If you die without 
a will, state law will dictate who 
receives your property.

• With a will, you select who will 
serve as the personal representative, 
or executor, of your estate. Your 
personal representative must handle 
a number of important functions 
in administering the estate, such as 
gathering the assets, paying taxes 
and final expenses, and, finally, 
distributing your assets to those you 
have named in your will.

• A will can save unnecessary 
expenses, such as the need for your 
personal representative to post bond 
or obtain court orders.

• A will can reduce estate taxes. The 
impact of estate taxes can often be 
lessened or even eliminated entirely 
through the use of appropriate estate 
planning arrangements. With estate 
taxes taking nearly 50 percent of 
larger estates, a carefully drafted will 
be crucial.

• Charitable organizations can be 
named in your will. By remembering 
charities in your will, your estate 
can qualify for a charitable 
deduction–possibly saving your 
estate significant taxes. Unity is a 
charitable organization we hope you 
will consider as a beneficiary of your 
estate.



Why Remember 

Unity
in Your Will?



There are several benefits to 
including Unity in your will:

• Your bequest creates a lasting 
legacy of support for Unity and its 
important spiritual work.

• It allows you to make a significant 
contribution that you might have 
been unable to make during your 
lifetime.

• Your bequest assures you that your 
gift will make a difference in the 
world, no matter what you are able 
to give.

• There are also estate tax benefits to 
making a bequest. One of the best  
ways to save on federal estate taxes 
is to provide for a charitable bequest 
in your will. Gifts to Unity, a tax-
exempt organization under Section 
501©(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code, are deductible from any 
taxable portion of your estate.



How Can I 

Remember
Unity
in My Will?

You have several options when it 
comes to remembering 

Unity in your will.

Specific Bequest
You may decide to leave a specific 

dollar amount to Unity or a specific item 
of property. This can be accomplished 
using this type of wording in your will:

“I give, devise, and bequeath to 
Unity Christ Church, Golden Valley, 
Minnesota, the sum of $________.”

or

“I give, devise, and bequeath to 
Unity Christ Church, Golden Valley, 
Minnesota, ________shares if XYZ 
Corporation for the work of Silent Unity, 
Daily Words, or wherever needed most.”



Residual Bequest
You can be sure to provide for your 

family and friends first but still leave 
something to Unity by leaving us the 
balance of your estate after your other 
beneficiaries have received their gifts. 
The language for this kind of bequest 
might read as follows:

“I give, devise, and bequeath to 
Unity Christ Church, Golden Valley, 
Minnesota, $________percent (or all) 
of the rest, residue, and remainder of my 
estate.”

Contingent Bequest
You may wish to include Unity as 

a beneficiary in your will only under 
certain circumstances. For instance, you 
may wish to name Unity as a beneficiary 
of your state if certain named individuals 
do not survive you.. The language 
for this kind of bequest might read as 
follows:

“If any or all my beneficiaries do not 
survive me, I give, devise, and bequeath 
the share that otherwise would be (his/
hers/theirs) to Unity Christ Church, 
Golden Valley, Minnesota.”



How Do I 

Get Started
We recommend that you consult a 

knowledgeable estate-planning attorney. 
While a will does not have to be written 
by an attorney to be valid, why take 
chances on having an invalid will by 
trying to write a one yourself? Even if 
you do write a valid will, chances are 
it will not cover as many contingencies 
or address as many prospective tax 
problems as the will that your attorney 
would prepare. The small amount that 
an attorney charges for a drafting a will 
may more than pay itself in savings later 
on.

How Do I 
Find an 

Attorney?
Attorneys specialize in particular areas 

of the law, just as physicians specialize 
in particular areas of medicine. Often a 
friend or relative can refer you to estate-
planning attorney to draft a will. An 
accountant, bank trust officer, or  life 



insurance agent can also give you the 
names of good estate-planning attorneys. 
Referral services sponsored by local 
or state bar associations are also very 
helpful and can suggest an attorney 
with an estate-planning  practice. Ask in 
advance for an estimate of the charges, 
though it may vary according to the 
length and terms of your will.

Since the information in this brochure 
is necessary general, you should consult 
with your attorney on how it relates to 
your specific situation.

We would be pleased to provide 
you with additional information 
on how planned giving can benefit 
you in your overall estate plan. For 
more information, please contact the 
Development Department at:

“Transforming lives as we celebrate 
honor and affirm the Divine presence 

in every person.”

4000 Golden Valley Rd
Golden Valley, MN 55422

Phone: 763-521-4793
Fax: 763-521-5701




